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ANNUAL REPORTS 


TOWN OFFICERS 


OF 


mio MeN. H, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING 


NEA GC Heo S86. 


KEENE, N. H.: 
SENTINEL PRINTING COMPANY, BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS, 
1886. 


BHPORT 


OF 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1886. 


The number of children between the ages of five and fif- 
teen, as reported by the Selectmen, April, 1885, is as follows : 
boys 66, girls 58; total 124. 


Money raised by vote of town, $1,000 00 
Four-fifths of literary fund for 1885, Glia 
Interest on school fund, 18 00 

Total, $1,089 32 


Divided as follows: one-half by schools, one-fourth by 
scholars and one-fourth by valuation. 


| 
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me) 2 Se : 
5 Prudential Committees. 85 ie 2 3s 
A A'5 pana Te 
1 |Edward Loiselle, 10 $101.52 
3 |Benj. H. Britton, 10 121.24 
4 |Fred L. Roundy, 8 129.07 $5.07 
5 |E. A. Howard, 23 136.08 81 
6 |Mrs. Henry Carter, 4 91.89 *92.46 
H. E. Adams, 
8 Robert Cuthbert, 76 509.57 36 
5 L. Gravelin, 
| 


* More left from last year than expended this. 
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DISTRICT REPORTS. 
NUMBER ONE. 


The school for the year in this district was in charge of 
Miss Ethel M. Porter, and was a profitable school. The 
winter term was quite long and the closing examination 
showed excellent results. The pupils must have been studi- 
ous and the teacher faithful. 


NUMBER THREE. 


Summer term taught by Miss Mary E. Wright of Keene. 
This was a short but profitable term ; no tardy marks. 

Winter term of fifteen weeks taught by Miss Lucy A. 
Whitcomb of Swanzey, was a successful school. The 
pupils are quite advanced in their studies, and take hold of 
them in a practical manner. Miss Whitcomb is a fine 
scholar. A little more energy in the school-room would add 
to her efficiency as a teacher. 


NUMBER FOUR. 


Both terms taught by Miss Helen J. Nichols. Good 
progress was made by all the classes, and some were really 
excellent for a common school. The number of pupils in 
the winter term was too small to be interesting for either 
teacher or pupils, only four being present at the closing 
examination. <A little more attention to strict discipline 
would have been beneficial. 


NUMBER FIVE. 


The spring term was taught by Mr. J. P. Willey with 
good success. Mr. Willey had charge of the school the pre- 
vious term, and gave general satisfaction ; the same feeling 
seemed to prevail at the close of this term. 

Miss Mabel Farrar of Sullivan had charge of the school 
during the fall term. Circumstances prevented as thorough 
an examination at the close as your committee wished, but 
the general appearance of the school was good, and showed 


4) 


a commendable advancement in the studies pursued. Low 
speaking during recitation was the great fault in this school. 


NUMBER SIX. 


There has been but one term of school in this district dur- 
ing the year, as all the pupils removed from the district soon 
after the closing of the first term, which was taught by Miss 
Arabelle E. Stearns. The scholars were all small, but 
showed fair improvement. Miss Stearns has a very pleasant 
way in the management of young pupils. 


UNION DISTRICT. 


The Primary school has been under the instruction of Miss 
Nellie M. Atwood of Alstead every term since the room 
was opened for school purposes, and has become almost a 
model school under her excellent management. It is to be 
regretted that we are to lose her valuable services. It will 
be difficult to fill her place. It is far easier to obtain the 
services of a good teacher for a high school than for a prim- 
ary school. 

The Grammar school during the school year has been in 
charge of Miss Effie L. Rawson, who has discharged her 
duties with zeal and efficiency. The closing examination for 
the year showed that a large amount of practical work 
had been accomplished, and your committee left with a 
feeling of greater satisfaction than at the close of any other 
term held in this room. 

The case of one young lady pupil who came from another 
district three miles distant is worthy of special mention ; she 
was present every day, and without being tardy came every 
day, or nearly every day, on foot, with quite an amount of 
stormy and inclement weather during the term. ‘This shows 
that ‘twhere there is a will there is a way.” | 


SUMMER SCHOOLS. 
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FALL AND WINTER SCHOOLS. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


Nine different teachers have been employed in our schools 
the past year—five residents and four non-residents. I 
think it a great mistake that more of our teachers do not at- 
tend normal or training schools. ‘Teaching the young is ond 
of the most important professions, for a profession it is or 
ought to be, and no training should be neglected which will 
better fit a teacher, not only in the science but the art of 
teaching ; in the latter more fail than in the former. Teach- 
ers who thoroughly fit themselves for their work should be 
paid accordingly; this would encourage thorough prepara- 
tion. 

I believe our schools the past year have been above the 
average; more care has been taken to have the teaching 
practical — that is, such as will enable the pupils to use in 
the business of life the knowledge they may acquire in the 
school-room. It is not the possession of an education that 
counts in our lives, but its use. Principles are of more 
importance than rules; if a pupil can give a good reason for 
what he does, I would not ask for a rule; working by rule 
they cease to think. My observation leads me to believe 
that there is less rudeness of speech and manners in our 
schools than formerly — that the pupils are more polite and 
pleasant in their intercourse with each other, and that there 
is more care of school buildings and books. ‘These are 
pointers and they should point in the right direction. The 
branch which is too generally neglected is reading. I believe 
our schools compare favorably with those in larger towns in 
the studies pursued except in reading ; little attention is given 
to this lesson by some teachers, except to see that the words 
are correctly pronounced ; but if progress is to be made it is 
just as necessary that labor, zeal and careful training be 
given to this recitation as any other. An occasional change 
of text-books tends greatly to stimulate the pupil in this 
study ; this change is very much needed in our schools at the 
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present time, and would have been made had it not been 
that the new school system was so soon to take the place of 
the old — and for the better is the wish of 
GEO. C. HUBBARD, 
Supt. School Committee. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen of Gilsum submit the following statement 
of receipts and disbursements for the year ending March 1, 


1886: 
INVOICE OF TOWN, APRIL, 1885. 
204 polls, $20,400 00 
9812 acres, 169,255 00 
141 horses, 10,025 00 
64 oxen, 4,459 00 
137 cows, 4,295 00 
88 neat, 2,078 00 
385 sheep, 737 00 
4 hogs, 29 00 
23 carriages, 2,272 00 
Value of stock in public funds, 1,500 00 
Stock in banks, 6,500 00 
Money at interest, 26,557 00 
Stock in trade, 36,900 00 
Factories, mills and machinery, pa ey AN 8) 
$308,182 00 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


The following were the appropriations at the annual 
meeting in March, 1885, with assessments required by law: 
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For support of schools, $1,000 00 
road scraper, 225 00 
support of highways, in money, 700 00 
town charges, 100 00 
hose, 40 00 
south cemetery, bank wall, 20 00 
county tax, 534 68 
overlay, 30 68 
school house tax, District No. 3, with per- 

centage added, 51 25 
tax on 42 dogs, 46 00 
school house tax in Union district, with per- 

centage added, 310 88 

$3,058 49 


Amount committed to S. L. Kingbury, Collector. 
Rate of taxation on $100, $0.86. 


SCHOOL MONEY FOR 1885. 


Town raised for support of schools, $1,000 00 
Literary money in treasury, less 1-5, $17.82, 71 32 
Leaving $17.82 of the literary money, which may 

be expended by the Selectmen and Superin- 

tending School Committee for maps, charts, 

etc., for schools. 
Interest of school fund, 18 00 


$1,089 32 
Equally by districts, $544.66 ; by scholar, $272.33 ; by valu- 
ation, $272.33. 


= 
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# 34 S ca 3 AS ee 2 
Aree | ae 5] So HOES 
No. 1 $82.43 5 $9.14 $77.81 $14.57 $101.52 
Union | 1,072.00 90 164.50 155.61 189.46 509.57 
3 142.37 10 18.27 77.81 25.16 121.24 
4 124.58 16 29.24 77.81 22.02 129.07 
5 60.57 26 47.52 77.81 10.70 136.03 
6 58.96 2 3.66 77.81 10.42 91.89 

$1,540.91 149 $272.33 $544.66 $272.33 | $1,089.32 
PAID FOR SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 
District No. 1, Edw. Loiselle, $148 76 Due, $1 80 
Union Dist., Prudential Committee, 509 57 
District No. 3, B. H. Britton, 121, 24 
Ae 4, Fred. Roundy, 129 07 
66 5, E. A. Howard, 136 03 
e 6, J. H. Carter, 30 00 Due, 89 388 
$1,074 67 $91 18 
Paid Union District, part school house tax, $312 65 
TOWN OFFICERS ENDING MARCH, 1885. 
Paid O. J. Willson, selectman, $64 00 
F. A. Howard, selectman and team, 54 50 
E. D. Banks, selectman, 37 50 
A. D. Hammond, treasurer, 15 00 
L. W. F. Mark, clerk, 18 25 
Geo. C. Hubbard, supt. school committee, 35 20 
W. A. Wilder, supervisor, 2 42 
J. J. Isham, supervisor, 2 25 
H. E. Adams, supervisor, 2 00 
C. B. Hayward, sealer of weights and measures, 1 50 


$232 62 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Paid E. D. Hayward for firemen, $105 00 
S. C. Gates, steward from April, 1883, to 

March 1, 1885, 4 00 

For 100 feet of hose, couplings, etc., 29 80 

$138 80 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid E. A. Howard, breaking roads, $1 00 
W. M. Porter, # Be 2 60 
DPA. Roundy; *** i 65 
J. Q. Pickering, breaking roads and repairing, 7 50 
C. L. Mansfield, breaking roads, 1 05 
J. Q. Pickering, labor on road, o 61 
Geo. Wright, labor on road, 3 05 

Total to March 25, 1885, $19 46 
Samuel L. Kingsbury, road agent, 663 82 
$683 28 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Paid Sentinel Printing Co., printing 275 reports, $19 00 
S. C. Gates, breaking road in cemetery, 1 50 
S. W. Dart, support of watering trough, 1 00 
‘A. Waldron, painting town house, 24 00 
A. Waldron, cleaning town spring, 1 00 
H. E. Adams, bounties paid on 91 woodchucks, 9 10 
C. L. Mansfield, ‘ eames Lo A 3 60 
H. H. Carter, af aaa 9 ah 9 90 
Cheshire Railroad, freight on road machine, 8 10 
Geo. W. Taft, road machine and interest, 253 12 
A. D. Hammond, paints for town house, 24 57 
E. Gustine, chandeliers, boxing, etc., ; 18 35 


county tax, 5384 68 
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Paid F. A. Howard, running town lines, $8 00 
Kirk & Sewall, stove pipe, 24 64 
State tax, 772 00 


L. W. F. Mark, recording births, marriages 
and deaths, 

Cheshire Box Co., two ash tables, 

Fisher & Jackson, 1 dozen chairs, 


et st oO bo RP OC CO 
n 
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I. A. Loveland, reporting births and deaths, 5 

Geo. H. McCoy, undertaker, 16 25 
Geo. W. Newman, note and interest, 57 30 
I. A. Loveland, note and interest, 171 63 


D. W. Bill, laying bank wall at south ceme- 


tery, 20 00 
Geo. H. McCoy, putting up stove pipe, 
lamps, etc., 3 50 
F. KE. Johnson, reporting birth, 20 
Geo. W. Newman, draining cesspool, 3 00 
S. L. Kingsbury, collector, 1885, 30 00 
C. L. Mansfield, blank books, stationery, etc., = AC i 
J. J. Isham, housing road machine, 2 50 
A. D. Hammond, oil can, oil, etc., a Ey, 
A.D. Hammond, unbanking and banking 
watering trough, 1 25 
J. A. Smith, merchandise, 1 24° 
K. D. Webster, reporting births and deaths, tara 
Batchelder & Faulkner, retaining fee and 
services, 10 00 
$2,055 10 
RECAPITULATION. 

Paid school districts, $1,074 67 
Union district, 312 65 
town officers, 232 62 
town paupers, 118 12 


fire department, 138 80 
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Paid highways and bridges, 
miscellaneous, 


$4,615 24 


$683 28 
2,055 10 


LIABILITIES OF TOWN, MARCH 1, 1886. 


Estimated amount due town officers, 
Kstimated cost printing town reports, 
Due school districts, 


Due for damages by dogs to sheep according to 


sec. 15, chap. 115 of General Laws, 


ASSETS. 
Taxes in hands of Collector, 1884, 
1885, 


be 66 6% 


(Uncollected school house taxes, 1884, $10 06. 


6s 66 66 


1885, 
Money in the treasury March 1, 1886, 


Estimated surplus, 


11 55). 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


H. E. ADAMS, 
H. H. CARTER, 


C. L. MANSFIELD, 
Selectmen of Gilsum. 


$210 00 
19 00 
SLNIS 


29 50 


$349 68 


$4 40 
155 32 


389 89 


$549 25 
$199 57 


REPORT OF OVERSEER OF POOR. 


TOWN PAUPERS. 


Paid Mrs. Lorinda Hodgman of Stoddard for board, 
care, etc., of Mrs. Nancy M. Nash from March 
2, 1885, to December 28, 1885, 43 weeks at $2 
per week, amounting to 

June 16, paid Mrs. Hodgman for extra care while 
Mrs. Nash was sick, for seven weeks, 

June 16, paid Mrs. Hodgman for medicine for Mrs. 
Nash, 

June 16, paid Dr. Perkins for medicine and visit to 
Mrs. Nash on May 1, 1885, 

Noy. 2, paid Mrs. Hodgman for print for dress, 
cloth for underclothes and making up the same, 
also pair of shoes and hose, 

Paid Dr. Perkins for visit and medicine for Mrs. 
Nash on August 4, 1885, 

Paid Gilbert Guillow for board and care of Mrs. 
Nancy M. Nash from Dec. 28, 1885, to March 
1, 1886, nine weeks at $1.75 per week, 

July, 1885, paid Geo. C. Hubbard for taking 
Hattie Columbia’s affidavit, 

Dec. 12, paid Geo. C. Hubbard for taking Lucius 
Davis’ affidavit, 

Feb. 19, 1886, paid M. C. Sullivan for keeping two 
tramps, supper, lodging and breakfast, 


Amounting to 
Received from Town Treasurer to balance, 


$86 


qn 


15 


1 


25 


$118 12 
$138 12 
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COUNTY PAUPERS. 
From October 21, 1884, to April 7, 1885, 24 weeks: 


Aid to J. S. Bingham and family, $119 32 
+ Mrs. Jane S. Cory, 45°01 

‘+ Mrs. James Davis, 59 50 

‘© Wr. W. Bolster, 43 50 

‘* Oliver C. Beckwith, 24 68 
Amounting to $290 51 
April, 1885, received from county to balance, $290 51 


Aid to county paupers from April 7, 1885, to October 20, 
1885, 28 weeks: 


Aid to Mrs. James Davis, $60 00 
ie wirs. Jane S. Cory, 35 00 

‘© Oliver C. Beckwith, 30 00 

‘+ Wn. W. Bolster, a0 12 
‘¢ ~~ Albert H. Waldron and family, 100 71 

‘+ Harriet Columbia, 4 71 
‘¢ Rufus E. Guillow, 1 83 
Amounting to $287 37 


October, 1885, received from county to balance, $287 37 


DANIEL SMITH, 
Overseer of the Poor. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1886. 


1885. 
March 1. 
8 A 


April 20. 
July 6. 
May 2. 
66 66 
June 18 
Pepie-Py. 
July 9 
Dec. 4 


Money in treasury, 
Received of K. D. Webster, committee 
on town hall, 


Received of F. A. Howard, committee © 


on Centennial Cemetery, 

Received of S. L. Kingsbury, collector 
of highway tax, 1883, 

Received of S. L. Kingsbury, collector 
of highway tax, 1884, 

Received of D. Smith, overseer of the 
poor, money from county for sup- 
port of Jane Corey, 

Received of D. Smith, money from 
county for the support of J. S. 
Bingham and family, 

Received of selectmen, money from 
state, bounty on woodchucks, 

Received of selectmen, money from 
town of Sullivan, for use of scraper, 

Received of selectmen, highway 
money, 1884, 

Received of S. L. Kingsbury, for stove 
pipe sold, 


$306 


13 


52 


51 


63 


80 


19 


anes: Received of selectmen, savings bank 
tax, $1,439 23 
‘¢ «Received of selectmen, literary fund, 90 89 

Feb. 18. Received of selectmen, money from 
Sullivan, 1 00 

se 6 Received of S. L. Kingsbury, collector 
for 1884, 13082 

«¢ 66 ~~ Received of S. L. Kingsbury, collector 
for 1885, 2,890 26 
Whole amount received, $5,005 13 
Paid out by order of selectmen, 4,615 24 


Leaving a balance in treasury, March 11,1886, $389 89 


A. D. HAMMOND, Treasurer. 
Giisum, Feb. 27, 1886. 


We, the undersigned, auditors, chosen by the town of 
Gilsum to examine and audit the accounts of the Selectmen, 
Overseer of Poor and Treasurer of said town, have attended 
to that duty, and believe said accounts to be correctly cast 
and properly vouched. 

JOHN S. COLLINS. 
W.B. ADAMS. 
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